Early Intervention Services
Ratonga Whakataunga Tōmua
Supporting all young people to lead big lives

Dunedin

EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES

What is Early Intervention?
He aha te Wawao Moata?
EARLY INTERVENTION
INVOLVES providing support
services to families and
children with additional
education needs from the time
they are born until they are
settled in at school.
The aim of the Early
Intervention service is to enable
families and children to grow
and develop in all areas of their
lives. CCS Disability Action
focuses on your child in the
context of the whole family.
This means we work with you
at home, at your child’s early
childhood centre and during the
transition to school process.
We believe that by providing
these support services early in
life, you are preparing children
and their families for a better
future.
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There are regular reviews to
confirm we are all working
together towards agreed goals.
Together we work out the best
ways of making your hopes and
dreams a reality for your child.
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How we can help
Hei awhina mou
WE UNDERSTAND THAT
parents and caregivers are
their children's first teachers.
Children learn through playing.
We work together with you to
plan play-based activities so
that we can extend your child’s
learning and development (plus
have some fun along the way).
Our Early Intervention team
offers the skills, knowledge,
support and advice from a
range of specialists who work
together to provide practical
input and development support.
At times we work with other
agencies such as the children's
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pediatric outpatients Vera
Hayward Centre, schools,
Ministry of Education and social
agencies. So that families and
whānau have the best possible
opportunities to access all
the expertise, resources and
supports available in the
region.

What you can expect
AN EARLY INTERVENTION
COORDINATOR and/or the
Speech Language therapist
will visit you to discuss the
programme and what support
needs you have. Our Early
Intervention Teacher and
Speech Language Therapist
will assess your child’s needs
and confirm with you if this is
the right service.

If this is the right programme,
we will work out a home visiting
plan with you. If your child
goes to an Early Childhood
Centre some of the visits will be
made there. Early Childhood
Centre staff are also important
participants in your child’s
programme.
As your child grows and their
needs change, we will discuss
this with you and adjust their
support as needed.
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Your child’s team
DEPENDING ON YOUR child’s
needs, your team may have
the follow professional support
people:

How can I be referred?
REFERRALS ARE RECEIVED
from many sources such
as Vera Hayward Centre,
GPs, Paediatricians or Early
Childhood Centres. If the
referral appears to indicate
that a child has more complex
needs it will then be forwarded
to our service. We will then
make contact with you directly.

6 CCS Disability Action

Early Intervention Teacher
Focuses on play, social and
learning skills and helps
families to address any
behavioural difficulties.
They can assist you with
your decision making around
attendance at an Early
Childhood Centre. As well as
helping with the transition to
school when the time comes.
Speech Language Therapist
Focuses on all areas of
communication. They have
knowledge of the skills needed
for feeding / eating and can
provide suggestions to facilitate
progress in this area.

Education Support Worker
Works in Early Childhood
Centres to assist your child to
fully participate in all aspects of
the Centre’s routine.
Service Coordinator
Provides you with support,
information, advocacy and
benefit advice. Arranges for
you to meet other families and
support people if you wish.
If your child requires
Physiotherapy or Occupational
Therapy, these Services
are delivered through Child
Development Services who
are located at Dunedin
Hospital. Our team will work
collaboratively with their
therapists to ensure that you
have access to the services
that best meets your child’s
needs.
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Get in touch
Whakapā mai
IF YOU’RE INTERESTED in more information or would like to
get in touch we would love to hear from you. Ask to speak with a
member of our Early Intervention team as they'll be best placed to
advise you.
Otago
(03) 477 4117 or 0800 227 2255
Otago@ccsDisabilityAction.org.nz
www.facebook.com/ccsDisabilityAction
www.twitter.com/ccsDisabilityA
	www.ccsDisabilityAction.org.nz

